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In the Italian legal system, the system of protected natural areas is governed by the "Framework Law on Protected Areas"
(L. 394 of 1991), which identifies among the purposes of the protection regime, with the aim of guaranteeing and
promoting, in a coordinated manner, the conservation and enhancement of the country's natural heritage (articles 1 and
3): the conservation of natural and plant species; the integration between man and the natural environment; the
promotion of educational, training, scientific and recreational activities; the defence and reconstitution of hydraulic and
hydrogeological balances.
The coordination of nature protection policies and the definition of guidelines for the creation and management of
protected areas is entrusted to the Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security (MASE). The National Park
Authorities manage the national parks. An essential role is also played in this regard by the Regions, and in particular, by
those with special statutes.
The framework law on protected areas must be traced back to the "protection of the environment, ecosystem and
cultural heritage", referred to in art. 117, second paragraph, letter s), of the Constitution, to which, therefore, the Regions
are required to comply, without prejudice to the possibility of determining higher levels of environmental protection:
“Respect for the principle of unity of protection is an essential condition for the constitutional legitimacy not only of
regional regulatory interventions within the protected areas of state importance, but also for the recognition of the
regional protected area as part of the national nature protection system” (consolidated case law of the Constitutional
Court, no. 115 of 2022).
Overall, the system of national and regional protected areas (884, EUAP, 2010), whose updated data flow into the
Common Database on Designated Areas (CDDA), transmitted annually by ISPRA to  the European Environment Agency
(EEA)) together with the Natura 2000 network, currently covers an area of ​​more than 10 million hectares, involving more
than 20% of the national land surface and 11% of the marine surface under Italian jurisdiction (territorial waters and
ecological protection zones) (ISPRA, Report Italy and the Environment, State, Perspectives and Scenarios, 2023),
consisting largely of National Parks (46.4%) and Regional Natural Parks (40.8%).
There are 844 terrestrial protected areas and terrestrial protected areas with a marine part of which: 27 National Parks
(last Orbetello l. n.11 of 2025), 149 State Nature Reserves (last Capo Spartivento), 134 Regional Nature Parks, 365 Regional
Nature Reserves and 171 other Protected Areas.

The Sicilian Region's nature protection system is the oldest, even older than the state system, and the most
structured in the evolution of the protection contents. Regional Law 6 May 1981 n. 98, amended and integrated
by Regional Law 9 August 1988 n. 14, a decade earlier than the national framework law, regulates the
protection of the natural environment by providing, as an implementing tool, the establishment of parks and
nature reserves (the first being Zingaro) for the conservation of terrestrial, fluvial, lake or even marine areas
facing the protected area, which are of a botanical, zoological, geological, geomorphological and even
landscape nature, including one or more ecosystems whose conservation is fundamental for the defence of
biodiversity, subsequently, as is well known, a fundamental object of the European Biodiversity Strategy 2030
and the National Biodiversity Strategy 2030. The general coordination is entrusted to the Regional
Department of Territory and Environment (ARTA), whose Regional Plan of Parks and Natural Reserves
identifies the management bodies (18) to which the management of the natural reserves is entrusted: public
bodies (Regional Department of Rural and Territorial Development, free municipal consortia and
metropolitan areas and the University) and environmental associations (CAI, Italia Nostra, Legambiente,
LIPU, Rangers d’Italia, WWF).
The system of Sicilian protected natural areas is of primary importance, nationally and Europeanly, for the
number and extension of protected areas, diversity of natural heritage, plurality of subjects involved. It
occupies approximately 20% of the regional territory and is made up of 4 regional parks (and 1 in the process
of being established), 1 national park, 75 regional nature reserves, 245 Natura 2000 sites, 7 marine protected
areas, 93 geosites within the nature reserves (protected-areas/Sicilian-nature-reserves).

In all 10 Italian volcanic areas, with the sole exception of Lipari, there is a park or a protected natural area.
Most of them are located in Sicily (five). 
It should also be emphasised that the Aeolian Islands, part of a single submarine complex, and Etna, also due
to their prominent volcanic characteristics, are also UNESCO sites. Italy is the State that holds the largest
number of sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Cultural and Natural Heritage List, Sicily is, in this context,
the first Region. 
A) There is therefore a strong correlation, in Italy and in particular in Sicily, between Volcanoes and protected
areas. A one-to-one correspondence can be found: where there are volcanoes, there is always a state protected
area (Park or Reserve) or a regional protected area (Park or Reserve) “Ubi vulcano, ibi natura tutelae subiecta”:
B) The volcanic protected natural areas, especially those in activity, are characterized by eruptions, lava
fountains, lava overflows, gaseous effusions, earthquakes, bradyseisms, hydrothermal and fumarolic activity,
phenomena that affect the activities of use, conservation, study and research. It can therefore be stated that
they are characterized by a peculiar regime. A constant element that is found in the implementing discipline
of parks and natural reserves is given by the balance between the objectives of protection and enjoyment of
nature: the integration between man and the natural environment; the promotion of educational, training,
scientific and recreational activities and the objective needs of prevention and precaution that arise from the
volcanic nature. 
C) Protected natural areas that include a volcanic area undergo a notable conformation for the needs of
prevention and precaution. In volcanic protected natural areas, close relationships are thus foreseen between
the managing body, INGV and the national civil protection service. 
Example: art. 11, 3 c., Stromboli reserve regulation “Access to the areas at high volcanic risk will be defined by
the major risks commission which will determine the measures necessary for their possible use. Public bodies
that carry out volcanic surveillance and civil protection activities can propose the placement of equipment
and the construction of strictly necessary systems. Any devices, equipment and systems in this sense must be
authorised by the Department of Territory and Environment after consulting the Regional Council for the
Protection of Natural Heritage”.

Active volcanoes (volcanoes for which it has been possible to recognize signs of activity in the last 10,000 years) in Italy
are Colli Albani | Campi Flegrei | Vesuvio | Ischia | Stromboli | Lipari | Vulcano, Panarea, Etna, Pantelleria| as well as
Isola Ferdinandea | Marsili(underwater). Many of these are currently in a resting phase, while Etna and Stromboli are
characterized by substantially continuous activity (INGVvulcani 2024). Other volcanoes, such as Vesuvius or Vulcano,
have entered a quiet phase after the last eruption.
The majority of Italian volcanoes are located in Sicily, a Region with special autonomy, in particular in matters off e in
streaming of the environment and nature protection, but also of civil protection.
The monitoring, prevention and intervention activities in volcanic matters are supported by 
A) the National civil protection service (governed by the Civil Protection Code, legislative decree 2 January 2018, no. 1)
whose organisation and activities are supported, in an integrated manner, by State Administrations (primarily the
Department of Protection at the Presidency of the Council of Ministers), Regions and Autonomous Provinces, Local
Authorities, configuring as "system that exercises the function of civil protection consisting of the set of competences
and activities aimed at protecting life, physical integrity, property, settlements, animals and the environment from
damage or the danger of damage deriving from calamitous events of natural origin or deriving from human activity" (art.
1, paragraph 1, Code);
B) the National Institute of Geophysics and Volcanology (INGV, established with Legislative Decree 29 September 1999,
no. 381) a non-instrumental research body, which has merged institutes and research centres in the sector, supervised by
the Ministry of University and Research (MUR), with legal personality under public law with scientific, organisational,
financial and accounting autonomy. The INGV, in addition to coordinating national and international research in the
field, carries out seismic and volcanic surveillance functions in the national territory and coordinates regional and local
seismic networks and manages the integrated national seismic network and is a member of the national civil protection
service. 
C) In the field of volcanic risk, the National Commission for the Forecasting and Prevention of Major Risks operates as a
liaison structure between the National Civil Protection Service and the scientific community, which expresses technical-
scientific opinions on questions from the Head of the Civil Protection Department for the improvement of the capacity
for evaluation, forecasting and prevention of the various risks.
Regional Park of Castelli Romani; National Park of Vesuvius; Regional Park of Campi Flegrei; State Marine Protected Area
“Regno di Nettuno” (Ischia); Regional Park of Etna; National Park of the Island of Pantelleria; Regional Nature Reserve of
the Island of Vulcano; Regional Nature Reserve of the Island of Panarea and Scogli Vicinori; Regional Nature Reserve of
the Island of Stromboli and Strombolicchio.
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https://parcoetna.it/
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